Describe the influence of Byzantine civilization on eastern Europe (the Slavs) and Russia.

Tang (627-907)

Corruption, Emperor overthrown
Song, China’s Renaissance (960-1279)

Continued economic development of the Tang.

Reasons for economic growth

Agricultural advancements

Invasion of Vietnam introduced them to fast-ripening rice

New agricultural practices: iron plows, harnessed animals, irrigation, manure

Population growth (60 million during Han, 50-60 during Tang, 120 mill by end of Song)
Urbanization

Song China was the most urbanized land in the world. Large cities grew, its capital Chang’an probably had two million people, largest in the world behind Baghdad and Constantinople. Cities became centers of trading, markets, entertainments; goods from all over the world could be found in Chinese markets.
Porcelain production

Metallurgy

Gunpowder

Printing
Magnetic compass
Junks (and dhows) (the Chinese began to trade in the spice islands of southeast Asia)

Banking and paper money 

Printing altered education: Civil service exam get more complicated.

Confucianism merges with Buddhism-Neo-Confucianism

Weak military, strong patriarchy (foot binding) 

Song paid tribute to nomads on their frontiers.  
bureaucracy had become extremely complex, expensive. 

Large, but weak military (run by bureaucrats, not military personnel) 

In 1115 people called the Jurchens invaded from the north, the Song retreated to the south. The Southern Song lasted 1127-1279, then the Mongols destroyed them. 

Sinification of East Asia

