Greece

Basic outline:

Minoan and Mycenaean 
Indo-European migrations 

Rise of City-States

Persian Wars

Golden Age

Peloponnesian War

Alexander and Hellenistic Age

Minoan and Mycenaean civilizations, influenced by Egypt (monumental buildings) and Phoenicians (Homer writes about the Mycenaean war with Troy)

Indo-European migrations destroy Mycenaeans and civilizations on peninsula.

City-States rose, Athens and Sparta. Geography hindered political unifications, but trade spread a common written language (based on Phoencian) and culture. City-States came together in Olympic games.

Sparta=military aristocracy ruling over a slave population

Athens=more commercial, diverse, extensive use of slaves, proud of its artistic and cultural products
Political structure based on city-states with independent governments
Idea of the polis, active citizenship, individual participation, but no supportive belief system. 

The city-states did have enough in common to unite for Olympic Games and to resist invasion by Persians. 

Persian wars, Thermopylae 500-450 BCE

Pericles, brought direct democracy (as opposed to representative) to Athens.

It operated through an assembly that met every 10 days and was chosen by lot (not vote). No women could vote or be on the assembly and only half of the male were citizens. 

Religion

Too wordly to provide a synthesis as did the beliefs systems of China and India, but did make for good story telling and a strong literary tradition. 

The religions of Greece (and Rome) did not provide a fulfilling belief system for the people and many “mystery cults” often swept through coming from Persia or the Middle East. Secret Rituals and fellowships. 

Mediterranean religions, unlike those of China and India, gave no explanations for ethical thought. 

Pythagoras

Socrates/Plato (The Socratic Method, “the unexamined life is not worth living)
Aristotle—moderation, balance

With Alexander came stoicism. 

All have a passion to seek rational order in the universe. 

Culture

Drama

Epics of Homer

Sculpture and architecture

Economy and society 

Great sea-faring traders

Because of the high use of slaves and the aristocratic orientation of society, they did not promote technological innovations in agriculture or manufacturing. They remained behind China and India in economy and had an unfavorable balance of trade with them. 
Families were patriarchal, but not as strict in India or China (no belief system to prop up patriarchy). Women could not own property but could engage in small businesses and could be priestesses in religious cults. 

Athen and Sparta fought in Peloponnesian wars 431-404 BCE

Chaos among city-states allowed Philip II of Macedonia to conquer. His son was Alexander the Great, who built a large Hellenistic empire. 
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