Islam

Abbasid Dynasty

Holding together the Dar al Islam.

In a diverse, multi-ethnic entity, the civilization of Islam was held together by the following forces:

1. the civil and criminal law embodied in the sharia

2. Ulamas and qadis, 

Ulamas-scholars who made sure policies were adopted based on the Quran and sharia

qadis-- legal jurists, resolved disputes through the application of Islamic laws. They brought the basics of Islamic laws to all areas .

The Abbasids were not concerned with the spread of Islam, even though it did spread during their time. It spread by


1) independent campaigns (North Africa)


2) Sufis

Sufism emerged during the Abbasid Dynasty.  It was a reaction to the scholarly, dogmatic, Islam that was very academic due to its associations with Greek philosophy.

Sufis were mystical Muslims who sought to find personal and spiritual union with God through experience.  They also were very influential in spreading Islam through missionary movements.

Islam and other cultural traditions. 

Persia  

From Persia Muslims learned important political ideas such as that of kingship.  Persians held their kings up not only as wise and benevolent leaders but also as absolute rulers.

India

The Muslims first came into contact with India through the kingdom of Sind. They quickly learned Hindu numbers. This is perhaps one of the most important legacies that India gave the world, through Islam.  The Indians also had a number for zero, developed geometry and algebra. The simplicity of Arabic numerals simplified bookkeeping and help trade become more efficient. 

Greece

Muslims were interested in and were influenced by Greek philosophy. Initially Plato, but interest soon turned to Aristotle.  In Seville, Spain, in the caliphate of Corboda, Ibn Rushd translated Aristotle and lined up Islam with an extremely Greek and rational understanding of the world.  He is known to the West as Averroes.  Some Muslims reacted.  Averroes did much to interpret and preserve Greek philosophy. His attempt to harmonize religion with Greek philosophy would be a model for medieval Christian scholasticism. 

Medicine and Science also thrived in Baghdad.  

