
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 AP World History       Name ________________ 

Reading: Hammurabi and Moses      Period _____ 
 

Hammurabi and Moses: Law as a Mirror of Civilization 
Reading Questions: 
1) How did ancient law codes, such as Hammurabi’s, come into existence? What was the role of a 
system of writing in this development? 
 
2) How were the lifestyles and religious beliefs of Hebrews different from the Mesopotamians? 
 
3) How were concepts such as retaliation and perjury similar in the two law codes? 
 
4) Explain how marriage was different for Hebrews and Mesopotamians than it is today? What was its 
primary purpose? 
 
5) How did the different environmental settings of the Hebrews and Mesopotamians affect their laws 
regarding agriculture? 
 
6) How are the laws of Moses and Hammurabi different regarding the poor? 
 
7) In what way did religious belief reinforce both the laws of Hammurabi and Moses? Give specific 
examples from the reading. 
 

Law Codes of Hammurabi and Moses: Comparisons and Causation 
Similarities in the two law codes: 
 
 
Reasons for the similarities: 
 
 
Differences between the two law codes: 
 
 
Reasons for thedifference: 


