Mexican Revoluion

Napoleon invades Spain (1807), many revolts broke out across South America.

· Mexico - Father Miguel Hidalgo led Mexico's rebellion that eventually led to independence in 1821. He was a Catholic priest who sympathized with the plight of the Amerindian peasants and was executed for leading a rebellion against the colonial government. The Creole elite then took up the drive for independence that was won under the leadership of Agustin de Iturbide, a conservative military commander. Iturbide set up himself as an Emporer. However, Father Hidalgo's cause greatly influenced Mexico's political atmosphere, as his populist ideas were taken up by others who led the people in revolt against the Creoles. They too were executed byt the Creoles who established a republic in 1823. The southern portions declared their separation from Mexico and eventually divided into the countries of Guartemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Costa Rica.

Two famous populist leaders were Emiliano Zapata and Pancho Villa, who like Father Hidalgo were executed by the government. Mexico was not to work out this tension between elite and peasants until well into the 20th century. 

Effects of Revolutions on Women

British writer wondered why absolute sovereignty was accepted in the family but not in the government. Mary Wollstonecraft, A Vindication of the Rights of Woman. She had no formal education, taught herself to read and write at home. Women have all the rights that Locke granted to men.

Women took part in the Revolutions

1) many managed farms and businesses while men fought

2) support roles, such as sewing uniforms, tending to the wounded

3) active participation in Revolutions

1. 6000 women marched on Versailles in 1789

2. armed French women patrolled Paris during the Revolution 

4) women got free public education in early French Revolution

5) women could inherit property, could initiate a divorce

6) Declaration of the Rights of women

Women did not make many permanent gains

1) In France, Napoleon reversed many of these gains

2) in US and Latin America only white men got political and legal equality

Unfinished business of the Revolutions

Womens rights and slavery

